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their prime during the 1950s and 
1960s were those obtained at the 
drug store by prescription.

Because of the increase in crime 
and imprisonment, most people 
in the United States probably 
know someone who is or has 
been in prison or in jail. In 2012, 
about 1 in every 35 adults in the 
United States was incarcerated 
or on probation or parole, and 
many more have been in the past 
(Glaze & Herberman, 2013). In 
some neighborhoods, it is not 
uncommon for almost every-
one to know many people under 
correctional supervision. For 
instance, almost one in three Afri-
can American males in their 20s 
are under some form of correctional control, and one in six has been to prison (Western, 
2006). The expenditures for corrections in 2011 for all 50 states was approximately $52 
billion, with 88% going for prisons and 12% for probation and parole (Laudano, 2013).

FROM ARREST TO PUNISHMENT
Not everyone who commits a crime is punished. Many crimes are not reported, and 
even if they are, relatively few are solved. Figure 1.1 is based on data from the nation’s 
75 largest counties and indicates the typical outcomes of 100 felony arrestees (Cohen 
& Kyckelhahn, 2010). Only about two thirds of arrestees are prosecuted (sometimes 
because of lack of evidence). Of those prosecuted, some are found not guilty, and some 
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PHOTO 1.1: Prison cells.
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FIGURE 1.1     �Typical Outcome of 100 Felony Defendants  
in the 75 Largest Counties in the United States

Source: Cohen and Kyckelhahn (2010).




